
Harmony Highlights
For Wildcat Families
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Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday
1    PTA Shoe Drive

Friday
2   PTA Shoe Drive

Saturday
3   PTA Shoe Drive

5   PTA Shoe Drive 6  Student Holiday
Voting at Harmony
6PM MCAA 
Basketball practice

7  7:10 AM Orff 
Ensemble
7:20 AM Art Club
3:20 PM Debate 
Team
6PM MCAA 
Basketball practice

8   7:40 AM
Readers Rally
3-7 PM PTA 
Fundraiser pick-up
3:20 PM Robotics 
Club
3:20 PM Good News 
Club
6PM MCAA 
Basketball Practice

9   7:10 AM
Mill Creek Breakfast
Chorus Practice
9:00 AM
PTA Boarding Meeting
10:30 AM PTA 
Committee Meeting 
6:00 PM MCAA 
Basketball practice
 

10
9:00AM Saturday 
Intervention Program
1:00 PM
MCAA Basketball 
Practice

12   7:10 AM Chorus
6PM MCAA Basketball 
practice
6PM PTA Spirit Night 
@ Skate Country

13   7:45 AM Mill 
Creek Cluster 
Breakfast
Turkey Trot
3:20 PM
3:25 PM Robotics 
Club
3:25 PM Whiz 
Learning Kids
3:30 PM Math Club
6:30 PM Cub Scout 
Meeting

14   7:10 AM Orff 
Ensemble
7:20 AM Art Club
3:20 PM Debate 
Team
6PM MCAA 
Basketball practice

15   7:40 AM
Readers Rally
Thanksgiving Feast
10:45 AM
(Grade 2)
11:35 AM
(Grade 3)
12:20
(Grade 1)
3:20 PM Robotics 
Club
3:20 PM Good News 
Club
6PM MCAA 
Basketball Practice

16
Thanksgiving Feast
10:45 AM
(Grade 4)
11:35 AM
(Kindergarten)
12:20
(Grade 5)

17

19   Thanksgiving 
Break

20  Thanksgiving 
Break

21   Thanksgiving 
Break

22   Thanksgiving 
Break

23   Thanksgiving 
Break

24

26   7:10 AM Chorus 27   3:20 PM Robotics 
Club
3:25 PM Whiz 
Learning Kids
3:30 PM Math Club
6:30 PM Cub Scout 
Meeting

28   7:10 AM Orff 
Ensemble
7:20 AM Art Club
3:20 PM Debate 
Team

29   7:40 AM Readers 
Rally
3:20 PM Robotics 
Club
3:20 PM Good News 
Club
6PM PTA meeting 
General Session #2
Winter Chorus 
Concert

30   8:00 AM
Pathfinders Meeting
9:30-1:30 
Kindergarten Field Trip

 

Save the Date - November



Dear Parents, 

With the November 6 General Election almost upon us, we want our voting 

public to be well-informed about the upcoming General Obligation (G.O.)  

bond referendum. The general obligation bonds are one of two ways by which 

a school systems can obtain the funds they need to pay for capital needs, 

such as new schools, and classrooms, renovations to existing facilities, school 

bus purchases, technology upgrades, and other improvements. I hope that 

you will take this time to learn about the bond referendum and how it will have 

an impact on our school.
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Happy Fall Y’all!!!! Harmony students are “falling” into fitness other 

movement concepts the last several weeks. Our K-2nd graders have been 

working together cooperatively to do activities with the parachute. Our 

3rd-5th graders have been working on hand-eye coordination skills throwing 

and catching the football. We will continue to work on these units the next 

few weeks in November.

For all 4th and 5th grade students, our annual Turkey Trot is coming up 

on Tuesday, November 13th at 3:45 pm. inclement weather makeup date 

is Wednesday November 14 at 3:45 pm. This event is a “fun run” around 

the school. There will be a boys race and a girls race. The first place 

runner in each boys/girls race will receive a Thanksgiving turkey for the 

holidays! All 1st, 2nd, 3rd, place finishers will be recognized during the 

awards ceremony after the race. Parents are encouraged to come support 

their runner and watch the race. Parents are required to pick up their 

student no later than 4:15PM on the day of the race.

Permission slips are going home the last week of October and all forms 

are due to Mrs. Ayers by Friday November 9th to participate in the 

race.Looking forward to seeing you in the Turkey Trot race this year!!                                                                                            

Stay active and healthy,

                                                                                   Camille Ayers                                                                           

        HES Physical Education
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What’s goin’ on in the Art Classroom…....
·        
        The Square 1 Art fundraiser has been shipped to the company - products are being made right 
now! Delivery of products will be coming in at Harmony in the next few weeks and will be sent home 
with your child. Thank you to those families who orders these lovely keepsakes and for supporting the 
visual arts here at Harmony Elementary. All profits will go back into the visual arts program for supplies.
·        One School One Book Art Contest. Students received a template to create a “dollar”. Students 
can submit their designs to their classroom teacher by Nov 16. Show us your creativity Harmony 
students!!!
·        Art History, painting, printing, sculpture, pottery is all happening in the art room – ask your child 
about the creative lessons your child is learning!
·        Painting aprons are always available in the art room, but please dress your child appropriately on 
Art Special days.
·        I am always looking for parent art volunteers to help me out in the art classroom. Cutting paper 
and hall displays are just a few jobs that I can use some help with during the school day. If you have 
some time to give, I would appreciate it! Just email me at maryann_craig@gwinnett.k12.ga.us and let 
me know when you are available and we can work around your schedule.

Sincerely yours in Art Education,
Maryann Craig
Harmony Art

 

We are having so much fun in Science.  Your students are working so hard.  
 First graders will be learning all about sound.  We will learn how sounds are made and 
about the vibrations caused by sound. 
 Harmony 2nd graders have been experimenting with forces and motion.  We will be 
talking about Newton’s laws and what they mean.   
 In November, 3rd graders will be learning about fossils.  We will learn what a fossil is and 
how they are formed.
 The 4th graders are learning about space.  Your 4th grade student will learn all about 
phases of the moon.  We will also be talking about constellations in science, so go outside and 
take a look at the night sky with your student. 
 The 5th graders are learning about physical and chemical changes. We will plan and 
carry out investigations on changes to matter.
 All students are encouraged to see themselves as scientists as we explore our amazing 
world.     

Scientifically yours,
                                                                                                        Mary McElroy
                                                                                                        HES Science Specialist
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Instill a Love of Math Alongside Literacy
Parents are bombarded with messages to read with their children, but it’s rare to hear about 
the importance of doing math with them, or about how math and reading are connected.  Here 
are some helpful tips on why and how to instill a love of math and literacy in your children.

Early Math Matters
Early math lessons establish the base for the rest of our thinking lives. Mathematics that kids 
are doing in K, 1st, 2nd and 3rd grade lay the foundation for the work they are going to do 
beyond that.
The goal should be to make math “real” and meaningful by pointing it out in the world around 
you in the same way that you might point out words for reading. That could include checking 
and comparing prices at the grocery store, driving down the street counting mailboxes, reading 
recipes, ordering food from a menu, calculating coupons, or even measuring food or drink at the 
dinner table. It can be something as simple as keeping a tape measure in your purse and letting 
children measure different items on the table at a restaurant, and making a graphic illustration 
of their findings.
Just as you encourage your early reader to look for familiar letters, ask your child to watch for 
math, regarding math as highly as you do reading. Every parent knows that it’s a good idea to 
read to your child every night, but we should also realize the importance of talking about 
mathematical situations with children every day.
Ideas taken from Instill a Love of Math by Laura Lewis Brown

Many of our students have been reading more informational books 
recently.  Informational books have changed a lot in the past 
twenty years! Many current titles have amazing images, interesting 
insights, and surprising themes. Please take some time to talk with 
your reader about what they have been checking out from the 
media center.  I have learned a lot from many Harmony students 
by helping them find books they are excited about. 

We appreciate all the help and support you are giving our Fall Book 
Fair.  You can shop our online Book Fair until November 16!

Thanks for supporting the Harmony Elementary School Media 
Program.
Beth Friese

HES Media Specialist 
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Take advantage of all the resources you have access in the student portal and 
eClass!

Have you recently gone into the student portal with your child/children? If you 
haven’t, take some time to do so. All of your child’s digital textbooks are there.  
You can see what they are learning!  Also, there are digital books for your 
child/children to read…over 2,000!  There are Math games for them to practice 
Mathematics and play games to retain the information.

eClass has activities that your child’s teacher is putting up.  The class newsletter is 
housed there too!  You child’s teacher is adding links daily for your child as a way 
of reviewing all of the concepts being taught. Have your child/children log-on 
nightly and see all of the opportunities you and your child have at your fingertips!

If you have any questions, please call the front office and ask for Mr. Flemish 

It’s PBL time! In November, each FOCUS class will be involved in a Project 
Based Learning Experience. The PBL topics are based off of our One School 
One Book Lunch Money! 

Second and third graders will be learning about entrepreneurship through 
becoming  caterers.  They will be in charge of coming up with a menu, a budget, 
and a proposal to win the bid on catering a family dinner.  

Fourth and fifth grade students will be learning about entrepreneurship through 
creating a fitness business.  

I am excited to kick off PBL in Focus.  PBL is a great way for students to be 
creative, have choice in their learning, and work together.  
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Wash Your Hands Often to Stay Healthy

You can help yourself and others stay healthy by washing your hands often, especially during these 

key times when you are likely to get and spread germs:

● Before, during, and after preparing food

● Before eating food

● Before and after caring for someone who is sick

● Before and after treating a cut or wound

● After blowing your nose, coughing, or sneezing

● After using the toilet

● After changing diapers or cleaning up a child who has used the toilet

● After touching an animal, animal feed, or animal waste

● After touching garbage.

Parental Supervision of Online Activity

Common parenting techniques include: knowing your children’s friends, meeting other 
children’s parents before sending a child to visit, and supervision in public places. Even 
though computers, tablets, and other devices are inside the home, your child is accessing 
public spaces and interacting with a variety of people online. Just as supervision in 
physical places is important for keeping children safe, supervision and interaction about 
online activities are also important. Here are a few tips for parental supervision:

● Spend time online together to teach your kids appropriate online behavior.
● Keep the computer in a common area where you can watch and monitor its use, not in 

individual bedrooms. Monitor any time spent on smartphones or tablets.
● Bookmark kids' favorite sites for easy access.
● Check your credit card and phone bills for unfamiliar account charges.
● Find out what, if any, online protection is offered by your child's school, after-school 

center, friends' homes, or any place where kids could use a computer without your 
supervision.

● Take your child seriously if he or she reports an uncomfortable online exchange.
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https://www.cdc.gov/healthywater/hygiene/diapering/index.html

